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City Prosperity Index, 2016

World Bank, 2016

Arab News, 2017

The World Bank. 2012. Adaptation to a Changing Climate in the Arab Countries

UNFCCC Designated Authority in Saudi Arabia.2016.Third National Communication to UNFCCC.

UNFCCC Designated Authority in Saudi Arabia.2016.Third National Communication to UNFCCC.

FAO-RNE. Response to Climate Change in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

UNFCCC Designated Authority in Saudi Arabia.2016.Third National Communication to UNFCCC.

FAO-RNE. Response to Climate Change in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The information and figures used in the Al-Ahsa National and Regional Spatial Context were extracted from the following
resources: Eastern Region Economic Report, 1434/1435, SAGIA 2014 Review of Regional Planning in Saudi Arabia - The
Case of The Eastern Region, FSCP Dammam City Review Report, FSCP National Spatial Strategy Review, UN-Habitat
Represent the instructions issued by a Minister, his representative or any official of the Ministry to

announce new regulations and updates regarding any intent or action to be undertaken.

This information is sourced from the planners of Al-Ahsa Municipality.

Royal Decree No M/4 dated 24 November 2015 (the “Law”) and Council of Ministers

Decision No. 377 dated 13 June 2016 (the "Regulations”).

Al-Ahsa workshop, September 2018

Royal Decree of 1975.

See Royal Decree No. (1663) of 1976.

A line-item budget lists, in vertical columns, each of the city’s revenue sources and each of the types of items such

as capital outlays, contractual services, personal services etc. the city will purchase during the fiscal year.

Chapter 5 of the State of Saudi Cities Report, “Managing Urban Transformation in

Saudi Arabia - The Role of Urban Governance (2018)" pg. 16.

See Article 5 of the Law of Regions to Royal Order No. A/92 (1993).

It consists of a) the Prince/Governor of the Region as president; b) Deputy Governor of the region as the vice as the
vice president; ¢) Deputy Mayor of the Emirate/AMARAH; d) Heads of government authorities in the Region who are
determined pursuant to a decision issued by the Prime Minister according to the directives of the Minister of Interior; and
e) Ten citizens who are scholars, experts and specialists and are appointed by order of the Prime Minister based on the
nomination of the Prince of the Region and the approval of the Minister of the Interior, for a renewable four year term.
See ibid n.15, Article 23.

This department is supported by the City Planning Department at MoMRA.

UN-Habitat workshop in Al-Ahsa 2018.

The National Urban Observatory is situated in the Department of Urban Studies, MoMRA.

Shearman and Sterling LLP, ‘Understanding the Key Government Institutions and Ministries
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in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’ (2016) accessed 09 February 2018.

See supra footnote 3. From a UN-Habitat workshop, it emerged that there was a city constructed by Aramco

outside the urban boundary (in a location between Al-Ahsa, Begig and lhsaa). The location suitability was

not decided by the regional plan; rather it was a decision by Aramco to carry out that development.

General Organization for Social Insurance. (2016). The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Retrieved from http://www.gosi.gov.sa/portal/web/guest/home

The number of business establishments in A-Ahsa was 13,313 units in 2016. General Organization for Social Insurance (GOSI). (2016).
The contribution of Eastern Region to national GDP is 24 percent. Saudi Arabian General Investment

Authority. (2014). Makkah Region Economic Report 2014. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Agriculture, Tourism and Education are priorities for local economic development and were topics

outlined during the Rapid Planning Studio workshop held in Al-Ahsa (Septmber 2018).

Each of the 13 regions is divided into governorates and the region capital. The capital of the

region is governed by an Amanah (municipality), which is headed by a mayor.

Approved 2016 Budget for Al-Ahsa, Ministry of Finance, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

NTP goal is to increase own-source revenue to 40 percent of municipal budgets by 2020. In 2016, intergovernmental transfers
comprised 90 percent of the total budget for the Al-Ahsa. Approved 2016 Budget, Ministry of Finance, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Jadwa Investment. (2016). The Saudi Stock Exchange.

Sean Cronin, 04/10/18, Saudi banking mega merger reflects Kingdom’s reform agenda,

Arab News, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1382716/business-economy

Saudi banking system is supervised by Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority (SAMA), which includes 12 licensed local banks and
12 branches of licensed foreign banks. Saudi Arabia Monetary Authority http://www.sama.gov.sa/en-US/Pages/default.aspx
The Capital Market Law, formation of the Securities and Exchange Commission, and creation of a privately-

owned stock exchange were launched with the aim of improving the domestic capital market. Saudi

Arabian Monetary Authority. Retrieved from http://www.sama.gov.sa/en-US/Pages/default.aspx

Hentoy, E., Kassam, A., Kumar, A., Petrov, A. (2017). Transforming Saudi Arabia’s capital

Markets, Strengthening the Financial Triad. State Street Global Advisors.

D. Godschalk (2003) Urban Hazard Mitigation: Creating Resilient Cities, Natural Hazards Review, Vol.4.

Potential revenue contribution through immovable property taxation is 2.1 percent of GDP in high-income countries, while
in middle-income countries it contributes an additional 0.6 percent to GDP.Norregaard, J. (2013). Taxing immovable property
revenue and implementation challenges. (No. 13-129). International Monetary Fund. Washington, DC.; Walters, L. (2016).
Leveraging land: land-based finance for local governments. United Nations Human Settlements Programme. Nairobi, Kenya.
Under the new law approved in 2015, owners of empty plots of urban land designated for residential or commercial use in towns
and cities will have to pay an annual tax of 2.5 percent of land value. The land tax applies to a plot size equal to or greater than
10,000 square meters. It has been adopted in the cities of Riyadh, Jeddah and Dammam; United Nations Human Settlements
Programme. (2016). Finance for City Leaders Handbook, Nairobi, Kenya: United Nations Human Settlements Programme.
UN-Habitat (2016). Leveraging land: land-based finance for local governments.

United Nations Human Settlements Programme. Nairobi, Kenya.

Colliers International. (2017). The Impact of Social Infrastructure on Mixed-use Developments; Rodriguez, D.A., &

Targa, F. (2004).Value of Accessibility to Bogota's Bus Rapid Transit System.Transport Reviews 24(5),587-610.

Walters, L., Barnard, M.D., Doty, D., du Plessis, J., Haile, S., Hallam, D., Hooper, J., Kebede, G., Lee,

B., Ochong, R., Paterson, L., Sietchiping, R., & Wallentine, A. (2016). Leveraging Land: Land-Based

Finance for Local Governments A Reader. United Nations Human Settlements Programme.

Partecipatory process and community trust for implementing local reforms were key issues faced

during the Rapid Planning Studio workshop held in Al-Ahsa (Septmber 2018).

Ruiz, F.,, & Vallejo, G. (2010). Using land registration as a tool to generate municipal

revenue: lessons from Bogota. World Bank, Washington, DC.

United Nations. (2017). New Urban Agenda. United Nations Human Settlements Programme,

Nairobi, Kenya. Retrieved from http://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/
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